*Tobacco in Russian History and Culture* is an edited collection looking at the social, economic and cultural history of tobacco in Russia from the sixteenth century to the present day. The collection grew out of the editors' shared interest in the history of tobacco in Russia and includes sixteen chapters from an international and interdisciplinary range of contributors (including historians and researchers in public health and marketing).

Although the focus here is on Russia, the story of the emergence of tobacco use from the fifteenth century onwards through to the development and consolidation of worldwide tobacco control policies in the late twentieth century is an international story, with national developments influenced and shaped by cross-cultural discourses as well as multi-national trade. One of the many fascinating aspects of this edited collection is the spotlight it throws on the role of Russia's European neighbours in encouraging the spread of tobacco use within Russia from the early modern period through to the Soviet era. In the early seventeenth century, Dutch and English trading interests in particular were looking for new markets to exploit and Muscovy represented an untapped market. Similarly, in a very different context, rising Soviet tobacco consumption was met by cigarette production in Bulgaria in the post-Second World War decades.

Movements countering the spread of tobacco use can also be seen to have international dimensions, if not direct links. The long prohibition of tobacco use in seventeenth-century Muscovy had parallels in the bans imposed by James I of England (James VI of Scotland) in the early seventeenth century, and in various German states through the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. The uniqueness of the Russian experience, the authors argue, was that the ban in Muscovy lasted seventy years, whereas in other countries such bans tended to last less than a decade. None the less, many of the anti-smoking arguments mixed medical, religious and moral sentiment in ways that were also apparent in the west. This is particularly true by the turn of the twentieth century, where concerns about health were augmented by fears about moral and physical degeneracy, an emphasis clearly seen in other European countries and in the United States. By the late twentieth century, it was the example of the west that promoted the largest cigarette producers in the USSR, the Iava factory, to gradually, and ineffectually, introduce similar warnings on their cigarette packets at the behest of the Soviet leadership.

Given the global dimensions of this story, it is surprising then that the editors do not do more to locate their collection within the already substantial literature on the history of tobacco use and to highlight the distinctiveness of the Russian case within that. The long-standing seventeenth-century ban on tobacco use provides the basis for an introductory discussion of emerging tensions and conflicting agendas between economic and cultural imperatives and gendered and medical discourses, which the book seeks to follow from the early seventeenth century through to the present day. What makes the Russian experience unique is the questions it raises about the route of many of these discourses from the western world to eastern Europe, the particular factors within Russia which shaped such discourses, and the singularity of Russian experiences (territorial expansion, dynastic agendas and schisms, revolutions) which mean that Russia itself was geographically, politically and culturally a changing entity across the period. It is within this dynamic context that enduring arguments about tobacco's economic dominance and cultural tensions retain their power.

The impressive scope of the book means that some areas are under-discussed---there is little on the eighteenth century, for example---but, as a whole, the book makes a substantial contribution to the cultural and economic history of Russia. Many of the chapters in the volume also give an insight into the enduring attraction of tobacco for its users, despite the best (or worst) efforts of the state. The collection includes an interview with the former director of the Iava tobacco factory, Leonid Iakovlevich Sinel'nikov. Sinel'nikov describes how he went with the chief of the Tobacco Committee of the Russian Food Ministry and the Instructor of the Central Committee of the Communist Party to observe how people responded to the health warnings on cigarette packets in 1978. After waiting in a long line, customers were just anxious to get their cigarettes without wasting any time on the health warning; they also feared that concerns over health would lead to price increases for cigarettes. This reaction illustrates experiences of the planned economy as much as a response to the health dangers of smoking---it is both particularly Soviet and universally human. In a similar way, this book contributes to the global story of tobacco use but offers an important new perspective.
